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MPA/MACS Officer Brian Mifsud 
Has More Than 20 Years

Experience in Petroleum Industry
By Bernice Johnston 

Brian Mifsud is the VP and General Manager of Michigan 
Fuels, Inc. and a partner and President of Fuels Transportation, 
Inc. located in Woodhaven, near Detroit Of greater importance 
to MPA/MACS members, Brian has made a four-year 
commitment as an Association officer, serving this year as 
MPA/MACS Secretary.  
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Brian is an 
articulate, savvy 
businessman with 
more than 20 years 
of experience in the 
petroleum industry.  
He spent 17 years 
with ExxonMobil, 
managing large 
fleets in Michigan 

as well as on the West Coast in 
California, Arizona and Nevada. Brian 
was the recipient of the prestigious 
“ExxonMobil Fleet of the Year” award 
from 2000-2003. 

In 2004 Mobil sold its Michigan 
market.  Bill Saad, owner of Michigan 
Fuels, Inc., purchased the Detroit area 
locations. (See Sidebar)

“Bill realized he was going to need 
some help with such a large fast paced 
expansion,” said Brian.  Bill Saad 
turned to some of his previous friends 
at ExxonMobil, Brian Mifsud and 
Eric Dransfield.  The two men had had 

similar career paths with ExxonMobil 
in Michigan and on the West Coast; 
Brian in fleet and delivery operations, 
and Eric in marketing and dealer 
operations.

Brian took the opportunity to move 
back to his hometown and joined 
Michigan Fuels and became a 
partner in Fuels Transportation.  Eric 

Dransfield spent 
months in Detroit 
setting up the 
retail operations of 
Michigan Fuels, but 
lives on the west 
coast and is a partner 
with Bill Saad in 
Ocean Pacific Fuels 
in California.

The team did its job.  Michigan Fuels 
went from marketing 15 million 
gallons annually to an annual volume 
of approximately 150 million gallons 
a year.  They distribute Exxon, Mobil, 
Marathon, Valero, Conoco Phillips (on 
the West Coast) and Spirit brands.

Making the move from a longtime 
corporate job with major oil to a new 
position and partnership in Michigan 
was a tough decision for Brian 
Mifsud.  “The final key for me was 
that I would be going home and have 
the opportunity to become a partner, 
in essence my own boss,” said Brian.  
“I liked the idea of being part of 
something new, of having a hand in 
the growth of a company.  It’s been a 
very rewarding experience.”

Brian Mifsud is a staunch advocate 
of MPA/MACS and became an active 
member almost from the beginning of 
his tenure at Michigan Fuels.  “I joined 
the MPA because of what it offers its 
members in networking, information 
and lobbying.  But after being an 

active member, I also see it as a tool to 
help my customers and employees.  I 
owe it to our employees and customers 
to be on the leading edge of what’s 
happening in our industry.”

For this reason Brian served on the 
Alternative Energy Committee, as 
well as being an MPA Zone Director.  
“I felt this committee was the most 
important for the Association and its 
members,” said Brian.  “This is our 
future, and we have to be leaders in 
deciding where we need to go.  I want 
to be able to help direct my company 
in this changing industry.  You can’t sit 
on the sidelines.”

Brian said he felt honored to be 
elected an MPA officer, knowing 
members had confidence in him to 
serve in that position.  “We petroleum 
jobbers can be fierce competitors on 
one side, and yet we come together 
and work together for those things that 
affect our industry.  We know better 
than anyone what the problems are 
and what needs to be done.”

Brian complimented MPA on 
its legislative efforts in keeping 
petroleum marketing issues in front of 
the State Legislature, being proactive 
and not reactive.  “A key role for MPA 
is working with legislators in changing 
laws that affect our industry, be it 
gasoline and cigarette taxes, or the 
current HB 5851 regarding beer and 
wine licenses.”

One of Brian’s main goals as an officer 
is to increase membership and member 
involvement, especially in the grass 
roots efforts with state lawmakers.  
“Mark Griffin (MPA President), Bob 
Cleary and Cliff Knaggs do a great 
job for us, but they can’t do it alone,” 
said Brian.  “Every jobber should be 

Fuels Transportation, Inc.

Fuels Transportation, Inc., 
headed by partner and President 
Brian Mifsud, is a fleet and 
delivery company that provides 
all of the transportation and 
fleet needs for Michigan Fuels, 
Inc., Michigan Fuels Retail, 
Inc., Diversified Fuel Group, 
Inc. and many other distribution 
companies in Michigan, Indiana 
and Ohio.  They haul from 
ethanol plants to terminals, and 
a good portion of their business 
is hauling jet fuel for several 
airports in the three state region.  
The company has 39 employees 
and runs 28 transports and one 
tankwagon. 

Michigan Fuels / Fuels Transportation
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a member of MPA and every member 
should be contacting their legislators 
on a regular basis, and communicating 
the importance of this grass roots 
effort to their dealers.”

As Brian sees it, “Numbers count.  
Legislators have to know that we’re 
out there.  These state representatives 
and senators work for us and they 
need to hear from us.  At the end of 
the day, it’s not enough that jobbers 
from large companies like mine speak 
up, it’s also important that I talk to my 
dealers and get them involved.

“It has to be more than Mark, the staff 
and officers.  While they lead and 
organize, we must also participate 
and make use of the opportunities 
presented by MPA, such as Legislative 
meetings with lawmakers.  We are 
business owners and local employers 
in their legislative districts and our 
voice is the one they need to hear.”

Networking opportunities presented 
at such Association events as 
conventions and trade shows are also 
a plus for members.  “These events 
bring us together with other marketers 
and  Associate members in related 
enterprises.  I have made the decision 
to do business with members of the 
Association whenever possible before 
anyone else, because I feel that they 
have the same goals as I do.”

Brian gives high marks to the MPA in 
communicating with members.  “But 
the members need to do a better job 

communicating with their dealers 
and customers.  When members get 
information from the MPA they have 
to take it outward, spread the word.  
Don’t let it stop at your desk.”

Brian and his wife, Renee, live in 
Plymouth and have three children:  
Kevin, 23, attended  Schoolcraft 
College and recently joined his 
father at Fuels Transportation as a 
fleet supervisor; Amanda, 21, attends 
Northwood University and works 
at Comerica Bank in Lansing, and 
Lindsey, 15, is a freshman at Plymouth 
High School and is a member of the 
Junior Varsity Pom Team.  He is a 
huge sports fan of all the Detroit pro 
teams (he even still attends Lions 
games); U of M football, and local 
high school teams.

As an MPA/MACS officer Brian 
Mifsud will be an advocate for 
jobbers within the state political 
process, a strong communicator 
among marketers and dealers, and an 
Association leader………but he’s not 
planning on doing it alone; he expects 
a lot of help from all the members.

Michigan Fuels

Michigan 
Fuels CEO 
Bill Saad was 
a Mobil dealer 
in Riverview 
for 24 years 
before becoming 
a Marathon 

distributor in 2000.  In 2004, 
Michigan Fuels bought more than 
30 locations from ExxonMobil, 
including their company operated 
stations in Wayne and Oakland 
Counties.  Today, the company 
branded Mobil, Marathon, Valero 
and Sprit, supplies 125 dealers, 
owns 65 locations, some of which 
are company operated and others 
leased to dealers.  The company 
supplies gasoline and diesel to 
municipalities, airports, school 
districts, as well as government, 
public and private fueling facilities. 
They employ 220 people and 
distribute approximately 150 
millions gallons of product 
annually.

Bill Saad’s business model is 
simple, yet effective:  connect with 
the community; set high standards 
with exceptional customer 
service; establish fair and honest 
business practices, and develop 
outstanding marketing initiatives 
and promotions.
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